Battle ofThapsua.                     465
Scipio had been taught caution by the fate of Pom-poy, and avoided a battle, and thus three months wore away befoie a decisive impression had been made But the clear dark eyes of the conqueior of Pharsaha had taken the measure of the situation and compiehended the features of it By this time he had an effective squadron of ships, which had swept off Pompey's cruisers, and if Scipio shrank from an engagement it was possible to force hnn into it A division of Scipio's troops were in the peninsula of ThapsusJ If Thapsus was blockaded at sea and besieged by land, Scipio would be dnven to come to its lehef, and would have to fight in the open country Csesai occupied the neck of the peninsula, and the result was what he knew it must be Scipio and Juba came down out of the hills with their united armies. Their legions were beginning to form intrenchments, and Csasar was leisuiely watching their operations, when at the sight of the enemy an iriesistible enthusiasm ran through his lines The cry rose for instant attack, and CcBsar, yielding willingly to the universal impulse, spiang on his horse and led the charge in person There was no real fighting. The elephants which Scipio had placed in front wheeled about, and plunged back into the camp trumpeting and roanng. The vallum, was earned at a rush, and afterwards there was less a battle than a massacre Officers and men fled for their lives like frightened antelopes, or flung themselves on their for knees meicy This tune no mercy was shown. The deliberate cruelty with which the war had been earned on had done its work at last The tioops were savage, and killed every man that they overtook Csesai tned to check the
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